
Mission: To work cooperatively with the public, nonprofit 
organizations, and governmental entities in protecting our water 

and land resources through the use of conservation practices; 
providing local leadership for the prudent use and conservation 
of water, soil, and associated resources while serving as a local 

natural resource information center.

Protecting 
Your Lake 
Memories 

Putting Conservation on the land in Brainerd Lakes Area.
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Conservation Projects $ for landowners

7 yrs = $5.4 
Million in Clean 
Water Projects

Year Project Amount Funding Source

2016 Big Trout Lake Stormwater $ 310,000 BWSR CWF

2016 SWCD Local Capacity $115,00 BWSR CWF

2016 Forest Management for Mississippi River 
Drinking Water 

$300,000 Environmental  and  Natural Resource 
Trust Fund 

2016 Surface Water Monitoring 48,500 MPCA 

2016 Healthy Waters Protection -Pine River 
Easement

$1,500,000 BWSR CWF 

2016 
&2017

Buffer Law Tech $10,000 BWSR CWF 

2017 SWCD Local Capacity $ 128,000 BWSR CWF 

2017 Community Grants Program $ 150,000 BWSR CWF 

2017 Pine River Rock Dam Project $ 398,000 MN DNR 

2017 Private Forest Management Coordination $ 50,000 US Forest Service –MN DNR



Homes Flooded in 2012

Clean Water Project

2012 Duluth Flood:13 inches of Rain 

July 2016: 11 inches of Rain 

Drainage Area to Summer Place 

Deerwood Pollution Control Project 

Before

Summer Place 

Construction 

After 

Reduced 12,000 Ibs. of Algae (24 Ibs. 
Phosphorus) and  4 tons of sediment. 



Steadying the Stream . . .

For a healthier Mississippi River
"People don't 

understand how the 

drainage works in the 

Mississippi. It's about 

keeping the 

environment safe and 

happy ... it's a good 

thing for everybody.” 

Dwight Simonson

Funding:
State Funds* $329,000
City of Brainerd Investment $  15,000
Landowner $  36,000

Before Construction AfterBefore After Construction 

• 17 rain gardens
• 2 major stream bank 

restoration projects 



Your land and Habitat Protected

• 182 acres and 1.5 miles of the 
Pine River ( 5 landowners)

• 191 acres and 1.3 miles of wild 
rice habitat ( 6 landowners)

• 99 acres and 1750 feet of 
shoreline cold water fish lakes       
(3 landowners)

• Landowners received a total of  
$ 714,379

Towering Pines in a well-managed woodland (Quade) The Warren Burial Mounds (Stangel)

Over 3.13 Miles of shoreline on the tax rolls and protected.



Before
Construction

After

Working Together to Solve Local Runoff

Before

Sibley Lake Park: After 

• Partnered with 6 
community groups 

• Leverage over $ 40,000 
of local cash and labor

• Local led efforts 
• 2015-2016 storm 

damage relief 

Camp Arrowhead-Lake Placid  

After June 20, 2016 Tornado 



Support to Working Lands 

• Completed 4 forest 
stewardship plans for 526 
acres 

• Planted over 38,000 trees 
and shrubs 

• Assisted landowners with 
blow down  

• Tree Scavenger Hunt at 
Mission Township Park

150 kids and parents attended Mission Township Park Days. 



2016 Local Capacity Funds

10%

10%

53%

27% Woodland Management Marketing

Tree Assistance

Staff Resources

Equipment for Clean Water Projects

Category Amount Description

Tree Assistance $10,000
Cost-Share funds for Tree Damage and Forest Stewardship
Plans for small acres

Marketing: $ 10,000
Tree Sale Marketing, County Bus Tour, Facebook Marketing, 
Banner, and other. 

Staff $ 53,000
Outreach Specialist, grant writing, Retirement match, 
Easement Work, and Private Forest Management 

Equipment/IT $27,000 GPS, software, computers, copier, 

2017 Local Capacity Funds :

• Maintenance Contract for past public projects. $$ funds to 

help unexpected project problems

• Marketing Budget

• Staff 

• Additional Cost-share 


